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Demand rockets for rural foodbanks
by Malcolm Bradbrook

NUMBERS of people needing help from 
rural foodbanks has risen sharply, an 
investigation by the Door has revealed.
   Stark statistics from across the diocese 
highlight a growing need for emergency 
food packages from the volunteer-run 
organisations. To qualify you must be 
given a voucher through a body such as 
the Citizen’s Advice Bureau, schools, or 
hospitals. 
   Wallingford Foodbank in Oxfordshire 
helped 400 people in 2011 but that figure 
rose to more than 1,000 last year and is 
expected to increase again. 
   Chiltern Foodbank has centres in 
Chesham, Wendover, Amersham, and 
Little Chalfont, with a fifth centre planned 
in Chalfont St Peter before Christmas. The 
number of meals provided increased from 
5,787 in 2011 to 17,739 in 2016 and is 
predicted to rise to 24,000 this year.
   Chiltern’s co-ordinator, Dave Worrall, 
said: “Although this is considered to be 
an affluent area there are real pockets 
of poverty and there just isn’t the flex in 
people’s budgets if a big bill comes in like 
the need to fix a car.”
   At West Berkshire Foodbank about 2,000 
people were helped last year, a significant 
reduction from the 3,000 in 2015. Yet that 
decrease came about as West Berkshire 
District Council cut services, which led to 
the organisations which would normally 
issue vouchers being unable to do so.
   A new service called Crisis Foodline was 
established and 2017 figures are now set 
to surpass 2015. The foodbank has centres 
in Newbury, Thatcham, Lambourn, and 
Hungerford.
   Marcelina Dos Reis, 27, moved to 
England from Portugal in 2014 and had a 
job working in an Oxford hotel, which also 

provided accommodation, but had to leave 
when she became pregnant. 
   Her daughter, Nossa-Fatima, was born 
eight months ago and they have been 
regular visitors to North Oxfordshire 
Foodbank in Kidlington.
   Marceline added: “Being a single mother 
is tough but I am lucky. I have a beautiful, 
happy daughter, and the church is helping 
me with this foodbank. I knew nothing 
about it until my midwife referred me but 
it is so important to us.
   “Nossa-Fatima is eating some solids 
now as well as breast milk, and the fresh 
fruit and vegetables that I can get from 
the foodbank are so good. Then there are 
cleaning products – that is so important so 
I can give my daughter a good home.”

“The foodbank has been 
a lifeline for me.”

Another user of North Oxfordshire 
Foodbank was referred after being 
diagnosed as seriously ill. She has three 
children below the age of 13 and, when her 
husband received a pay rise, their Child 
Tax credits were halved, but she says the 
decrease was greater than the pay rise.
   She said: “The foodbank has been a 
lifeline for me. My illness has left me 
unable to work and I am due to have 
surgery soon, but I don’t qualify for 
disability benefit. I hope I don’t have to 
use it for long but it has been so important 
just while we recover financially.” 
   Dave Furze has 25 years’ experience 
in social enterprise in inner-city and 
rural areas and runs his own consultancy 
firm called Footprints. He said: “Things 
can get very difficult for people who 
live in poverty in rural areas. They are 
surrounded by a lot of affluence and 

are perhaps perceived as being wealthy 
themselves. In big cities you get larger 
areas of deprivation, which naturally 
attract support, but in small villages it can 
go unnoticed, leading to deep feelings of 
helplessness and exclusion.

  “The place of the church in rural areas 
is huge as they have such potential to 
fill services being dropped by councils. 
Churches have great networks and 
resources.” 

Archdeaon Olivia on what it means to be 
compassionate - page 7

THE Biennial Rural Forum will be held from 9.30–3pm on Saturday, November 25 
at Stadhampton Church and Village Hall, St. John The Baptist Church, The Green, 
Stadhampton, Oxford OX44 7AU.
   It will be chaired by the diocesan social responsibility adviser, Alison Webster, 
and will include a theological reflection from the Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd Dr 
Steven Croft, an address from Jane Perry, author of ‘For Richer For Poorer’ report, and 
opportunities to discuss issues in the story above with those most affected.

Marcelina Dos Reis at North Oxfordshire Foodbank with her daughter, Nossa Fatima. Photo: 
Malcolm Bradbrook. 

mailto:https://www.oxford.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/For-richer-for-poorer-2017.pdf
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OXFORDSHIRE-based trainee Licensed 
Lay Minister, Rosemary Sandbach, 
(pictured right) renewed her love of 
children’s work with a placement at 
REinspired.
   For two months Rosemary worked 
with Julie Jones, the project director of 
REinspired, a charity that helps bring the 
Bible alive for school children. 
   Rosemary met an REinspired trustee at a 
Christian Community Action (CCA) shop 
where she worked as an accountant. She 
was invited to observe a session, loved it 
and wanted to see more. Julia organised 

a programme for her sessions in both 
primary and secondary schools.
   Rosemary says her experience in the Year 
12 “Problem of Evil” session, held at the 
secondary school, was amazing. Preparing 
for the session she learnt a new word: 
“theodicy”. It means to try and answer the 
question of why a good God allows evil. 
She said: “It’s a helpful reminder that even 
as adults working with young people and 
children we can always learn new things.”
   Rosemary attended a Year 6 Transition 
Event in a leisure centre hall, where 300 
children were given the chance to reflect 

on how they felt 
about moving up to 
secondary school. 
Rosemary said: “The 
experience was quite 
different from the 
quiet group of seven 
children at a similar 
event with my village 
school.”
   Other sessions 
that Rosemary 
enjoyed were Year 6 
Death, Funerals and 
the Christian and 
Year 5 Beliefs and 

Practices. She was fascinated to hear that 
REinspired have ‘family’ groups in other 
parts of Reading and beyond, i.e. West 
Reading, Woodley, Caversham, Southcote, 
Chinnor, Houghton Regis, Headington and 
Guernsey. The family groups follow the 
REinspired model and use similar ways of 
sharing their faith to bring RE to life for 
children in schools.  
   This year Julia is piloting a new 
REinspired project for three schools in 
West and South Reading with another 
three in the Reading/Wokingham area who 
have asked for support. Julia said: “If you 
have a heart to work with children, live in 
these areas and would like to be involved, 
please contact me.  
   Once a youth group leader, Rosemary 
loves to explore what children are 
interested in, how they think and the 
best way to communicate with them.  She 
said: “REinspired has shown me that if 
you structure a session correctly, in the 
way REinspired does, the children are 
interested in what is said and respond 
enthusiastically when given the freedom 
to express their questions.  
   “It’s brilliant that they have something to 
say about the issues being discussed. When 
I was at school I used to sit in the 

classroom with the teacher writing on the 
blackboard and talking from the front.  It 
was boring.”  She exclaims, “REinspired 
make it so interesting and all the children 
are involved!”
Photos by Carol Meunier. 

See www.reinspired.org.uk/ or call 
0118 9663929 for more. 

Trainee LLM joins in bringing the Bible alive for children 

CHURCHGOERS in the Thames Valley are 
being asked to assist the Diocese of North 
East Caribbean and Aruba, whose churches 
and communities have been devastated by 
Hurricanes Irma and Maria. 
   Canon Chris Sugden, Commissary for 
the Diocese of North East Caribbean 
and Aruba, who lives in Oxfordshire, has 
shared news from Bishop Errol Brooks, 
bishop of the diocese. In Anguilla, Bishop 
Errol Brooks noted that the three Anglican 
churches, St Andrew’s Island Harbour, St 
Mary’s in the Valley and St Augustine’s had 
all been damaged. “I do not know where to 
start,” said the assessor. 
   Damage was worse on the islands of 
Barbuda and Dominica. The former, 
which was hit by both hurricanes, had to 
be completely evacuated. On Dominica 
an estimated 90 per cent of the island’s 
buildings were damaged or destroyed; 
crops were completely wiped out; and many 
people were dead or missing. St George’s 
Church, in the heart of the capital, lost 
its roof and many windows, and buildings 
associated with it were damaged.
   Bishop Errol was appreciative of the 
relief efforts by the UK Government to 
help Anguilla, which is a British Overseas 
Territory. “They did what they could”, he 
said, “I saw helicopters coming off the 
Royal Navy guard ship to repair the fuel 
lines ruptured by the storm. I live near the 
airport and have watched RAF transport 
flights coming in one after the other.”  
   Those islands that had been unaffected 
had sent relief supplies across to their 
neighbours.

   But the real impact of the hurricane will 
be felt in the next few weeks. The end of 
the hurricane season is the start of the 
tourist season in November. While the 
sector is recovering quickly in some areas, 
in others the tourism industry won’t be 
fully operational for at least another year. 
Islands like Dominica have also lost the 
bulk of their non-tourism livelihoods.  
   Relief supplies, including food, will be 
needed for some time.  The Anglican 
Alliance hosted a conference call for 
Anglican partners, during which  Bishop 
Errol shared similar reports of the 
devastation. “We also heard about the 
response both from the diocese and 
the province to those affected by the 
hurricanes,” said Dr Janice Proud, Anglican 
Alliance Relief Manager. “We heard how 
Antigua had sent emergency supplies to 
Barbuda when they were devastated by 
Hurricane Irma, then had no reserves when 
Hurricane Maria hit them.”
   Bishop Errol said: “ Every year we brace 
ourselves for these storms. Anyone who 
thinks that global warming is not a reality, 
needs to think again. I have never known 
two massive storms come through the area 
in swift succession with winds of 185 miles 
an hour and gusts of 250 miles an hour. 
This is unprecedented.”
   Fr Clive Thomas from Barbados shared 
the desire of the Anglican Alliance 
Caribbean Forum to build comprehensive 
disaster management – both mitigation and 
response for the Anglican Church in the 
Caribbean. This would build the resilience 
of the community to cope with the impact 
of the changing climate.

A CHURCH in Reading is celebrating its 
30th birthday after being built to serve 
the largest new housing development 
in Europe.
   Trinity Church in Lower Earley is a 
partnership of the Methodist Church, 
the URC and Church of England. 
The building is part of a much larger 
amenity centre and thousands of 
people pass through it daily to reach 
the supermarket, leisure centre, 
doctor’s surgery, library, or pub.
   The Revd Jon Salmon said: “It’s 
exciting to mark this anniversary and 
reflect on where we’ve come from 
and what changes have taken place in 
society and the church.  
   “We’ve been a busy and active church 

and, where possible, contributed to 
and worked with the local community.”
   Church activities have included a 
large Olympic Opening Ceremony 
event, starting a community allotment, 
a public reading of the Bible, and 
establishing a group for dads called 
Who Let the Dads Out.
   For the church’s 30th anniversary, Jon 
wants to ‘adopt’ 30 streets locally to 
see how parishioners can support and 
care for the people in them. 
   Other anniversary activities include 
a walk round the parish, a barn dance 
to which all previous ministers have 
been invited, and Trinity’s first minister 
is taking part in a family all age service 
on November 5. 

30 not ‘out’ as new church ages well

Help for those hit by hurricanes

To donate to USPG go to 
https://tinyurl.com/ycx8jsby 

St Albans diocese (NECA link diocese) also has an appeal:
www.stalbans.anglican.org/caribbean-devastation/ 

Eco-classroom completed

THE Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, the Bishop of Dorchester, officially opened the new 
eco-classroom at St Peter’s CE Infant School recently. The new classroom will allow 
the class to transform into a full primary school, with the admission number rising 
from 75 to 105 over the next four years. Photo: Jo Duckles. 
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Prize draw winners
The winners of the prize draw in the October issue of the Door are Betty Course of 
Newport Pagnell, Patricia Pulford of Kidlington, Anne Pennock of Maidenhead, Joyce 
Tyler of Garsington, Colin Dutton of Slough. They each win a set of Messy Mini Books.

News

A SCHOOL is being held up as a shining 
example after organising their own service 
of worship and Bible-giving ceremony at 
Christ Church Cathedral.
   Many schools make Bibles a gift to pupils 
as they leave in Year Six, but St Nicholas 
Primary School in Maidenhead wanted to 
ensure that pupils had their own Bibles for 
RE lessons throughout the school.
   So a Year Three visit to Christ Church 
was arranged and pupils were presented 
with their Bibles. Before their visit, the 
children prepared prayers and chose a 
hymn to sing that, when performed, 
drew an unexpected audience from other 
visitors to the cathedral.
   Class teacher Ellen Guest said: “The trip 
was made even more special when we had 
time at the end to sing an a capella hymn 
we had prepared, share our own prayer 
and hand out Bibles provided to us by our 
school PTA. 
   “The sound of the children singing in 
such a special location was heart-warming 
and gave us all goose-bumps and even 
some tears were shed!”
   More than 2,500 pupils visit Christ 
Church Cathedral every year, learning 
about its architecture and history, as well 
as the story of Oxford’s patron saint, St 

Frideswide. The cathedral’s education 
team also leaves the hallowed walls to visit 
about 50 schools per year.
   Christ Church education officer Jackie 
Holderness said: “Each and every school 
visit is tailor-made to match the teachers’ 
topic focus and learning objectives and the 
size and age range of the group.
“We try to make educational visits as 
interactive as possible, with role play and 
other activities, designed to bring the 
learning to life.
   “The education team volunteers and 
I felt very privileged to be part of this 
simple service and it was most moving to 
note that all the other visitors inside the 
cathedral fell quiet to listen to the children 
singing: ‘Here I am, Lord’.”
   After the service the children said they 
loved their visit because they found the 
cathedral ‘special and rare’ and had ‘lots of 
fascinating facts hidden inside it’.

School’s Bible service brings an impromptu audience

Find out more at: www.chch.ox.ac.
uk/cathedral/education

CHRISTIAN Aid responds to needs on the 
Mynamar-Bangladesh border – but needs 
more support urgently
   At the time of writing, some 500,000 
people, mostly Rohingya women and 
children have fled their homes and villages 
in Myanmar.  Christian Aid, as a member of 
the DEC (Disasters Emergency Committee) is 
working through its partners on the ground 
to provide vital, life-saving help. 
   The UK Government has decided to match 
the first £3 million of donations to the 
new DEC appeal which includes donations 
directly to Christian Aid for this appeal.  

   Phil Evans, Regional Coordinator for 
Buckinghamshire said “These refugees are 
in urgent need of food and shelter.  Any 
support churches can give to help, through 
Sunday offerings, street collections, 
prayer and intercession would be greatly 
appreciated.  Thank you so much.”
   

Urgent support needed for refugees

Contact oxford@christian-aid.org or 
visit www.caid.org.uk/rohingya

First four footed fellowship in Moulsoe

ANIMALS of all shapes and sizes joined 
in worship at St Mary’s, Moulsoe’s first 
ever pet service.  
   The Rector Nick Evans’s Yorkshire 
terrier rubbed noses with a huge black 
Newfoundland, alongside a bearded 
dragon as people brought a variety of 
pets along.
The talk focused on the unconditional 
love and loyalty our pets give to us and 
how humans can learn from them to 
minimise the disputes that plague our 
world. The congregation was reminded 
that animals feature regularly in the 
Bible and that in the Book of Revelation 
it is declared that all living creatures 

worship the Lamb on the throne and 
heaven is not restricted to humankind.
   A vet gave a moving testimony that he 
had felt drawn to animals since he was  
three when he declared what he wanted 
to do when he grew up. 
   There was the occasional whimper and 
the odd bark, but during the prayers the 
church was quiet as it seemed even the 
animals were paying attention.
   Moira Evans, from St Mary’s, said: “It 
was a joyful and moving service as we all 
gave thanks for our animal friends and 
left the church with God’s blessing on us 
all.”

 Four-legged friends get ready to enjoy worship. Photo: Moira Evans

Pastures new for Banbury nursing home
A NEW chaplain has been 
licensed to minister to the 
elderly residents of Banbury’s 
state-of-the-art Green Pastures 
Nursing Home.
   The new home, which boasts 
a picturesque sensory garden, 
a drop-in dementia café, and a 
hairdressing salon, replaces the 
old Green Pastures building. The 
Green Pastures story began in 
the 1990s when Muriel Briggs 
was looking for a nursing home 
for an elderly aunt. While 
praying, Muriel got a sense that 
she should take this need to 
the churches in Banbury. After 
much prayer, money was raised 
and building work began on the 
original building.
   The new Green Pastures building is bigger 
and better designed to meet the needs of 

those with dementia. Prayer is still a regular 
part of daily life. During a special service in 
the new building, The Revd Hazel Scarr was 
commissioned as the chaplain.

Bishop Colin with the Revd Hazel Scarr and Margaret Clark, 
chair of the board of directors, in the garden at the new 
Green Pastures building. 

Children from St Nicholas School are shown around Christ Church Cathedral. Photo: Ellen Guest 
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REFLECT on your spiritual journey over five 
years with this brand new journal.     
   Written by  Carol Petley, co-founder 
of the Waggy Tails Club, which helps 
teenagers with special needs, the book 
offers a brief scripture reading and a 
question for each day. There are verses 
from every book of the Bible and questions 
on topics such as praise, faith, prayer, 
worry, creation and forgiveness. 
   The book aims to give the reader the 
opportunity to record responses over 
the years, looking at how circumstances 
change, how difficult things can be used 
by God in ways we cannot foresee and 
how hints of future decisions may be 
perceived in earlier entries. 
   The Door has three copies of the journal 
to give away. For the chance to win 
answer the following question: what is 
the name of the charity that Carol Petley 
co-founded?
   Send your answers to Q&A competition,  The Door, Church House Oxford, Langford 
Locks, Kidlington, OX5 1GF. The closing date for entries is Friday 10 November.

Win an epic five-year Bible verse journal

Celebrating the link between faith and peace

by Mary Ellen Coyte

I found this book very readable and 
helpful. Frank Parkinson is a Church 
of England priest who has served 
as an Army chaplain, worked as a 

counsellor specialising in post traumatic 
stress and as a psychological debriefer.
   He successfully writes with a light touch 
about harrowing situations. He draws 
on military and civilian examples, giving 
useful anecdotes, case studies and practical 
information. 

“...a good read for people 
of all faiths and none.”

   There are nine chapters including Disaster 
and War! (he likes exclamation marks), 
Trauma – Effects and Coping, Theories 
and Models, Defusing and Debriefing, 
Treatment and Coping with Crisis. The three 
appendices – Coping with Stress and Trauma, 
Looking for Help and Further Reading, are 
clear and practical.
   We learn about the many causes of 
trauma, the traumas of life, birth and 
death. He covers stress, bereavement, and 
post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), the 
connection and distinction between them, 
ways to help and the value of specialist 
input. Core values such as listening without 
judgement are emphasised and recognised 
formats for helpful debriefing are detailed.
   The book would be a good read for 
people of all faiths and none. This may be 
why prayer is only mentioned in passing 
rather than with any emphasis on prayer 
forms which, with God as listener, can be 

particularly 
helpful for 
trauma.
   On the 
downside the 
material could 
be organised 
more helpfully. 
Parkinson 
says the book 
is largely 
written in 
chronological 
order and 
this may 
be why the 
information 
does not 
always fall easily into the distinct headings 
of the chapters. However, the index is 
good, so cross referencing is possible.
   As I have been immersed in the world of 
spirituality and mental health for some 
time I asked a friend with less trauma 
related experience for their thoughts on 
the book: “It was great. I enjoyed reading 
it and learnt a lot about the extent of the 
problem, that there is help to be had and 
that everyone in a trauma situation should 
be able to talk about it with someone. 
Reading it just after the Grenfell fire I 
thought every workplace should have this 
book and use it in induction training, to 
know how everybody can be affected by 
an event: victims, onlookers, professionals 
who have done their best to help and all 
of those involved. I think anyone who is at 
all interested in trauma would find this a 
worthwhile read.
   Mary Ellen Coyte is a consultant in 
spirituality and mental health and a lay 
mental health chaplain and spiritual 
director.
The Revd Frank Parkinson is a retired 
priest with Permission to Officiate in 
the Vale of White Horse Deanery in 
Oxfordshire. 

A Short Journey into Trauma - 
understanding and coping with 
post-traumatic stress
Frank Parkinson
The Merlin Press
£12.99

Exploring angels at Dorchester Abbey
DORCHESTER Abbey will be hosting a 
celebration of angels with an exhibition, 
interactive family themed workshops and 
a Celebration of Angels in Music concert. 
The exhibition will be open from 22 
October until 6 January between 9am and 
4.30pm, excluding services.
   Central stage will be given to a series 
of hanging angel painting reproductions 
with kind permission from the National 
Gallery in London. An angels trail will lead 
the visitor through the Abbey, exploring 
the role of angels in the journey of life. 
During half term, angel themed craft 
workshops will be geared towards primary  

age children. A draw your own guardian 
angel competition is open to all ages. 
The concert will be held on Wednesday 
29 November at 6.30pm. Check www.
dorchester-abbey.org.uk for more 
information. 

Resources

by the Revd Dr Clive Barrett

HOW often do we hear religion being 
blamed for the wars of the world? The 
argument goes that, as there is a religious 
dimension to the mess in the Middle East, 
Islamic State, Northern Ireland, so religion 
must be a force for bad.
   Yet within each of the three Abrahamic 
religions – Judaism, Christianity and 
Islam – there is a priority of peace, a vision 
and longing for peace over violence. A new 
exhibition at Christ Church Cathedral 
glimpses the textual and practical search 
for peace in each of these religions. It 
tells stories of their peace-makers. It 
shows how each stresses welcome for the 
stranger, including those of other faiths.
   Faith and Peace is sponsored by the 
Anglican Pacifist Fellowship and illustrated 
with images of artefacts in the collection 
of the Peace Museum in Bradford. My 
favourite image comes from a watercolour 
presented to the Peace Museum by 
a Muslim woman, the Iranian Nobel 
Laureate, Shirin Ebadi. Originally painted 
by an Iranian peace group, it shows an 
angel sprinkling rose petals of peace on 
the earth. It reminds me that, whatever 
presidents and governments might say 
about states they do not like, in every 
country there are people like us, longing 
for peace. 

     For me, personally, the most poignant 
original artefact is a banner inscribed 
Oxford Christians for Peace; this was a 
group I helped to found 35 years ago. Just 
producing the exhibition has been a work 
of peace-making. Several of the original 
artworks have been produced by mixed-
faith groups of women in Bradford.    

   Making these fabric pieces together has 
helped to build relationships between 
women of very different backgrounds. 
Some were Christian women who have 
never travelled outside Yorkshire; others 
were Syrian refugees, Muslims who have 
had to flee from war. 
   Stitching a Tree of Life for the Healing of 

the Nations, or working on a faux-stained-
glass representation of Naomi and Ruth, 
biblical refugees from famine, has been 
a formative experience for these women. 
The Cathedral has paid for the women 
to travel to Oxford to see their work on 
display. 
   What priority do we give to peace-
making and nonviolence in our own faith? 
Seeing Faith and Peace encourages us to 
work creatively with people of other faiths, 
side by side, to learn the things that make 
for peace.
   The period the exhibition is on display 
covers All Saints, Remembrancetide, and 
Inter-Faith Week (12-19 November). See 
the exhibition and reflect on the male 
and female heroes for peace, on Jesus’s 
teaching and example against violence, 
and the importance of working alongside 
neighbours of other faiths. If we all act on 
the imperative for peace-making in our 
own faith, perhaps others will see that 
religion is not the problem but part of the 
solution for the peace of our world.
   Faith and Peace: an exhibition at 
Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford runs 
from 21 October – 20 November 2017
   The Revd Dr Clive Barrett is Strategic 
Adviser to the Anglican Pacifist 
Fellowship: clive@anglicanpeacemaker.
org.uk

The watercolour presented to the Peace Museum. Copyright:  Madjid Malakzadeh, Farzaeh 
Jafari and The Peace Musem. 
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INDUCTION LOOPSINDUCTION LOOPS

making technology
work for people

CHURCH SOUND & 
PROJECTION SPECIALISTS

SOUND 
Enable the spoken word and music 
to be clearly heard.

CAMERA SYSTEMS
Give everyone a front row seat using 
cameras and screens.

SIMPLE SOLUTIONS 
Using our expert knowledge we 
can provide a very simple solution.

WEB STREAMING
Broadcast your service on the 
internet either live or on demand.

PROJECTION 
Show your congregation words, pictures 
and video to help bring your message to life.

Offering bespoke audio visual solutions with free design and 
planning, expert and sympathetic installation, followed by a 
comprehensive handover, training and full aftercare service.

Email: info@apicommunications.co.uk 
Web: www.churchsoundsystems.coTel: 01392 677668

APi Church Advert 170mm x 129mm Nov 2016.indd   1 15/11/2016   13:56

Christmas Gift Fair

With over 60 stalls, unique gift ideas  
& refreshments.

Sat 25th November 10am - 5pm
Sun 26th November 10am - 4.30pm

Entry is just £5.00 with concessions at £2.50.

www.sobellhouse.org
or call 01865 857007

For more information log on to 

25 - 26th November 2017

The Sobell Christmas Gift Fair
at Radley College, Abingdon.

Registered Charity Number 1118646
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7“God as the gardener”
by the Rt Revd Dr Steven Croft

The Ven. Olivia Graham 
reflects on what it means to be 
compassionate.

Simon of Cyrene, hoiked out of the 
crowd by the imperious shout of 
a Roman soldier, finds himself 
standing with Jesus under the 

heavy yoke of the Cross-bar, gazing at the 
steep slope they must climb together.  
   Sieger Köder has painted them as if they 
could be brothers, these two men who 
have never met before today.  At the end 
of the sharp and painful journey one will 
hang, pain-wracked, nailed to wood;  the 
other will be free to go on his way, though 
changed for ever. Their hands around each 
other’s waists, their bodies close.  They 
feel the life in each other, the sweat, the 
beating of each other’s heart, pushed 
down and together by the tremendous 
weight of the beam which cuts into their 
shoulders.

“...our hearts breaking 
when we see God’s 
precious children crying 
out in despair...”

   They stare ahead:  the one in anticipation 
of what is coming, the other in unwilling 
willingness to share the weight that lies 
without and within. Compassion has the 
sharing of suffering at its heart.  It comes 
alongside with gentle presence, tender 
love, desire to help carry the load.
   We are called to be a more compassionate 
Church, and it begins with deep down 
knowing that we are each loved and 
precious to our Creator, every single 
one of the roughly 7,500,000,000 souls 
who inhabit our beautiful blue-green 
planet. We, God’s Church, cannot stand 
apart from the rest of God’s creatures in 
judgement or indifference.  We are deeply 
part of one other across the globe, and 
when one part suffers, we all do.  We are 

made complete by one other. We are called 
to be communities of kindness, gentleness 
and generosity.    
   A compassionate Church sings a song 
of lament, our hearts breaking when we 
see God’s precious children crying out in 
despair, hunger, sorrow, fear and pain.  
We pray and march and focus on practical 

help and service.  We denounce the evil 
in systems, in religions, in power-hungry 
tyrants;  we work for peace and for justice.
   A compassionate Church is not a family 
– for one must be born into a family and 
an outsider will never really feel kin. It is 
a community of those who love, and who 
enfold the lonely, the sad, the grieving, 

the sick and the desperate in rich robes of 
warmth, understanding and acceptance.  
A compassionate Church speaks in voices 
which welcome the stranger, the outsider, 
the one who is different, and knows that 
its fellowship will be enriched when these 
become friends, and diminished if they do 
not.  
   Christ is yoked to the world he loves;  
he knows its fears, understands its 
temptations,  shares its pain. From the 
cross he pours out his compassion on the 
world, and we, Christ’s Church, are called 
to absorb it into our souls and allow it to 
change us, to stand with all whose burdens 
are heavy, and share them as we yearn for 
mercy, peace and freedom. 
   And to be the face of Christ, the face of 
Love for one another. 

Love is the touch of intangible joy;
Love is the force that no fear can destroy;
Love is the goodness we gladly applaud:
God is where love is, for love is of God.

Love is the lilt in a lingering voice;
Love is the hope that can make us rejoice;
Love is the cure for the frightened and flawed:
God is where love is, for love is of God.

Love is the light in the tunnel of pain;
Love is the will to be whole once again;
Love is the trust of a friend on the road:
God is where love is, for love is of God.

Love is the Maker and Spirit and Son;
Love is the kingdom their will has begun;
Love is the path which the saints have all 
trod:
God is where love is, for love is of God.
Words copyright © 1998, Alison 
Robertson, Edinburgh

The Ven. Olivia Graham is the 
Archdeacon of Berkshire.

Sieger Köder,  Simon von Cyrene. Kreuzweg Rosenberg
©  Sieger Köder-Stiftung Kunst und Bibel, Ellwangen

Compassionate

On two occasions in my life I 
watched my dad build a garden 
out of nothing, writes the Rt 
Revd Steven Croft. The first 

time I was very small. My parents bought 
a brand new house on an estate built on 
a farmer’s field.  Sometimes people buy 
houses with gardens already landscaped. 
That didn’t happen on this estate.  
   My dad had to clear the stones, concrete 
paths, bring in topsoil, lay out lawns at 
the front and back. He planted apple 
trees. There were lilacs and laburnums for 
colour. A hedge of rhododendrons, rustic 
frames and climbing roses.
   He built a greenhouse to grow tomatoes, 
bizzy lizzies and fuschias. There was a 
vegetable patch and a swing for me and 
my brother. There were flower beds and a 
terrace to catch the sun. All of that beauty 
and order was created out of a strip of 
land which used to be a field.  
   Fast forward 35 years and my parents 
moved to a small retirement bungalow 
– another new build. Dad was around 70 
then. The only garden was a steep, rocky 
slope at the back of the house. It looked 
an impossible task.

   Again he set to work: clearing stones, 
making paths, bringing in topsoil, 
building steps, a patio and a shed. There 
were water butts and wooden tubs for 
bedding plants. For a second time dad 
made a beautiful garden out of nothing. 
The display of flowers in the summer was 
amazing. He won an award for his garden 
seven years in a row from the Pennine 
Housing Association.  
   Imagine for a moment the work 
involved in making both of those gardens. 
And imagine my dad’s frustration if he 
had done all that work only for nothing to 
grow. If the trees had failed and flowers 
had died and the grass turned brown and 
there was nothing to see.
   The picture of God as a gardener is 
a very deep one in the Bible. At the 
beginning of Genesis we read that the 
Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the 
East. A garden is a place of beauty and 
order, made out of a wilderness, where 
good things grow.  
   In one of Isaiah’s stories, God is like 
a frustrated gardener. God plants a 
vineyard, digs it and clears it of stones 
and plants it with choice vines. He builds 

a watchtower and 
digs a wine vat. Hard 
labour over many years. 
He comes looking 
for fruit. But there 
is none. Isaiah says 
the vineyard is Israel, 
God’s chosen people. 
The fruit is justice and 
righteousness. But all 
God can see is violence 
and tears.  
   Jesus picks up this 
same picture in a 
number of his parables 
and stories. The most 
beautiful are Jesus’ 
words about the vine 
in John 15. God is, 
again, a gardener, a 
vinedresser. God’s 
purpose is fruitful, creative lives: well-
watered gardens, fruitful branches of the 
vine. 
   In John 15, the difference between 
living a life which is fruitful and one 
which is not is very simple. The difference 
is in the resting: being still, abiding in 

Christ, the true vine, putting our roots 
deep into God’s love and grace in worship 
and prayer, in word and sacrament.  It is 
our contemplation of God, our resting, 
which ensures our lives bear fruit in 
compassion and in courage.  
The Rt Revd Steven Croft is the Bishop 
of Oxford. 
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From Taung to Summertown

ST CHAD’S in Taung has been linked with 
the Churches Partnership of Summertown 
with Wolvercote for 20 years.  
   Father Elias Tsabeng from St Chad’s 
(pictured above with Sue Smith from 
Oxford) spoke warmly of their connection 
and regular communication: “One of the 
exciting things is the way we are praying for 
each other and we exchange our prayers.”       
   Sue said one of the best things about 
their link partnership is the openness and 
welcome they’ve received from St Chad’s.  
“We have been blessed by being in this link 
and to have the feeling that we are walking 
together on a gospel journey and learning 
from each other is very special. We pray in 
different places, but together.”     
   As well as regular prayers for each other, 
the link partners have shared DVDs about 
their parishes and have worked together 
to fundraise for security fencing which was 
needed at St Chad’s.  
   Father Elias said: “It is good for us both to 
see the differences and challenges we face 
and to work on how to project a vision and 
our mission which is something I am able to 
do with Sue and the parishioners.”

8 Strengthening  our South African links

Blessed is the man who walks 
not in the counsel of the wicked, 
nor stands in the way of sinners, 
nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 
but his delight is in the law of the 
Lord, and on his law he meditates 
day and night. He is like a tree 
planted by streams of water that 
yields its fruit in its season, and 
its leaf does not wither. In all that 
he does, he prospers. The wicked 
are not so, but are like chaff that 
the wind drives away. Therefore 
the wicked will not stand in the 
judgment, nor sinners in the 
congregation of the righteous; 
for the Lord knows the way of 
the righteous, but the way of the 
wicked will perish.

Psalm 1 (ESV)

Photo: www.sxc.hu

The commitment came after a 
summit in South Africa to discuss 
how the two linked dioceses could 
work more closely in mission 

“journeying together within the Body of 
Christ.” During the five day conference 
which was held in Kimberley, around 60 
people from the two dioceses met to share 
worship, reflect on scripture and discuss 
issues and challenges facing the church. 
There was also time to reflect on how to 
strengthen the link in the future.
   The four mission themes were discipleship, 
care for creation, advocacy on inequality 
and the role of young people in the church. 
Delegates listened to a range of speakers 
from both the host country and the UK. 
The conference ended with ideas about how 
churches from each diocese can best take 
their work forward in ways that work for 
them while supporting the work of their link 
partners.

“...a new awareness of our 
calling to fight injustice 
and inequality...”

   Bishop Ossie, who oversees the diocese 
of K&K, said: “For a glorious few days we 
looked back a little, but mainly cast our view 
forward as we contemplated possibilities 
for our future partnership. We received 
new energy for our care of creation, a new 
awareness of our calling to fight injustice 

and inequality, to seek fresh ways in our 
proclamation and nurturing the next 
generation.”
   In the care for creation session, the Revd 
Dr. Rachel Mash, who leads environmental 
work for the Anglican Church in Southern 
Africa, talked about the challenges. In 
the light of her talk, representatives from 
both dioceses discussed the creation care 
objectives they’d like to achieve by the end of 
the year, from creating guidelines on topics 
like energy use to identifying champions for 
key issues and lobbying local and national 
politicians. Delegates from both dioceses 
have joined an online group to keep each 
other updated on their progress. 
   Bishop Ossie and Bishop Steven also 
shared thoughts about possibilities for 
linking young people from the two dioceses 
and sharing in youth ministry. 
   Ian McDonald, the Diocese of Oxford’s 
youth adviser and a team of youth workers 
helped to organise a half-day programme of 
events in Kimberley geared towards listening 
to the voices of young people and what they 
have to say about the church. More than 120 
young people took part  from around the 
Diocese of K&K. 
   Reflecting on the work of the summit Ian 
said: “It was a deeply wonderful experience 
having the opportunity both to learn 
from, and to serve the churches in our link 
diocese. I think the highlight for the group 
of youth workers  was the listening exercise 
with young people from different churches; 

their enthusiasm and insight was hugely 
energising. I would love to see some linking 
of youth groups as well as link parishes 
and we are exploring whether there are 
opportunities for youth leaders from Oxford 
to experience a placement in a K&K parish. 
One of the things I bring back with me is 
a renewed vision of the church family and 
what it can be.”
   As participants returned to their home 
churches, Bishop Ossie commented: 
“We pray for a continued sense of the 
transforming power of God as we descend to 
the plain – to the coalface.

“...a renewed vision of the 
church family and what it 
can be.”

   “Together we can do so much more as 
we encourage one another.” The Bishop 
of Oxford, the Rt Revd Dr Steven Croft, 
who was at the conference said he gave the 
link his full support and looked forward to 
cherishing, nurturing and taking it forward.  
   Currently there are nine official parish or 
deanery-based links,  some of which have 
been running for over two decades. They all 
work in slightly different ways, but have a 
common theme of working as equal partners 
and journeying together in faith. In addition 
the two dioceses have worked together 
on clergy training and social development 
activities. 

Representatives from the dioceses of Oxford and Kimberley & Kuruman in South Africa have pledged to 
increase the work they do together. Words and pictures by Jill Moody and Maranda St John Nicolle. 

Breyan Knowles from Moulsford and Puseletso Baatlhodi from St Philip’s, Huhudi, share a 
‘Dwelling in the Word’ reflective Bible study. 

Bishop Steven presides at a service in Kimberley. 
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 Conference delegates at St Cyprian’s Cathedral, Kimberley. 

Bishop Steven, Canon Carol Starkey, Archdeacon Olivia and Bishop Ossie with the 
Contemplative, Compassionate and Courageous  logo.

Daphne van der Ross (Hope for the Living, Roodepan) 
and Amy Herlihy (Dorchester Team) during the Peace at 
the final Eucharist. 

Sindiswa Tunyiswa, from St Philip’s, Huhudi. 
Claudette Fourie and Priscilla Kew, with children at Hope for the Living, at St 
Francis, Roodepan. Photo: Catharine Morris
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11Remembrance
Service marks a century in England for “miracle“ French statue

Stoker George’s World War One grave is official for the first time 
 AN official war grave will be part of the 
Remembrance events for the first time at 
St Mary’s, Shenley, Milton Keynes, this 
month.  
   The day starts with a traditional service 
before a gathering at the war memorial 
outside the church. After an act of 
remembrance,  there is an all-age service, 
exploring themes of remembrance, and 
praying for peace.        
   “We try and make sure there is 
something for everyone regardless of their 
age or tradition. People can come for a 
short time or stay for the whole morning,” 
says The Revd Sharon Grenham-Thomson, 
the Team Vicar for Watling Valley 

Ecumenical Partnership. The Sunday 
before St Mary’s hosts the whole Watling 
Valley for a Remembered in Love service.    
“This is an opportunity for all who have 
either been bereaved in the previous 
year, or those who remember loved ones 
on an ongoing basis, to come to church 
for a creative, contemplative service,” 
says Sharon. “During this time together 
we read out the names of all those to be 
remembered, and members of their family 
can come forward to collect a sprig of 
rosemary as a symbol of remembrance.   
   “Some people have names read out 
decades after the death, and find it a great 
support. This is attended by folk of all 
ages and backgrounds, some church-goers, 
some not.”  
   Meanwhile the grave of George Cox, a 
Leading Stoker from the Royal Navy, in the 
church yard at St Mary’s has been officially 
recognised by the War Graves Commisison 
this year. As a stoker leading a team of 
men shovelling coal into the engines of 
the ship, George was below the waterline. 
Stokers stood no chance if they hit a mine.  
His story is based on an article from the 
Bucks Standard from 15 July 1916, census 
returns and George’s war records. 
   The Cox family were from Launton near 
Bicester, and re-located to Shenley Church 
End in about 1900 to 1901. Three of the 
Cox brothers, George, Charlie and Fred 
are listed on the Shenley War Memorial. 
Charlie was in the Australian Navy for 14 
years, and served in the Royal Navy before 
that. He lived to be 80. 
   George was born in Deddinton on 18 
February 1877 and joined the Navy in 
1897.  His first ship was HMS Diadem, 

where he started as a 
stoker second class, 
shovelling coal in 
high temperatures 
in the engine room. 
He travelled the 
world working on 
13 different ships, 
working his way 
up to become a 
leading stoker first 
class. At the start 
of the First World 
War he served on 
HMS Southampton, 
sailing through shore 
batteries that were 
shooting at ships and 
dense minefields.
   From there he 
moved to HMS 
Canada, a ship fired by 
oil. He no longer had 
to shovel coal but had 
a more technical job 
keeping the engines 
running. However, 
years of coal dust 
had taken their toll 
and George ended 
up in hospital with 
tuberculosis.  
   He also suffered a nervous breakdown 
– what we would now call post traumatic 
stress disorder – from the horrible 
conditions and fear of waiting for an 
explosion that never came. Invalided out 
of the Navy, he was sent home, but he 
died of TB a few weeks later, aged just 38. 
Although he died in Shenley, it was agreed 

that he lost his life because of his military 
service.    
   With many families losing sons in the 
War, the funeral was an event, showing 
how all service men’s efforts were 
appreciated. The Last Post was played and 
that evening the Shenley ringers rang a 
half peal with muffled bells and the church 
flag was flown at half mast. 

STANDING among the ruins of a French 
village in 1917, Wilfred James Dashwood 
spied a man lying in the rubble of a church.
As the Grenadier Guards Lieutenant 
moved to help, he realised the figure was a 
wooden statue of Christ, which, although 
missing His cross, had survived the 
devastation.
   Lt Dashwood took the 17th Century 
statue home to Wootton-by-Woodstock in 
Oxfordshire as a memorial to his brother 
Ernest, who had fallen in the carnage of 
the Battle of the Somme in 1915. 
   Ernest, a Captain in the Oxfordshire 
and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry, 
had farmed in the village and the statue 
was hung above the pulpit of St Mary 
the Virgin. But the residents of modern-
day Manancourt – the village which had 

originally housed the figure – remained 
oblivious to the figure’s fate.
  Nicholas Tomlinson, the church warden 
of St Mary’s, traced its history and 
contacted the mayor of present-day 
Étricourt-Manancourt, a new community 
built from the devastation.
   In August, 100 years since their 
community was annihilated, a party of 
French villagers travelled to Wootton to 
be reunited with what they regard as their 
‘last refugee’ at a service of re-dedication.

“We assumed everything 
had been destroyed...”

   Jean-Pierre Coquette, the Mayor of 
Étricourt-Manancourt, said: “We assumed 
everything had been destroyed and, as a 
result of the war, the population of our 
village had been displaced. The ones that 
returned had to start from scratch, so to 
experience this is very emotional.”
   Lt Dashwood returned to the front 
before the statue was re-dedicated at 
St Mary’s. He was fatally wounded at 
the battle of Passchendaele – the fifth 
Dashwood brother to be killed in battle.
   Canon Frank Ransome Marriott, the 
Rector of Wootton for 45 years, dedicated 
the Christ figure and His new cross of 
English oak. But, just three weeks later, his 
19-year-old son, Second Lieutenant John 
Douglas Marriott, was killed near Ypres.
   In a ceremony of re-dedication, the 
present Rector of Wootton, the Revd 
Stephen Jones spoke of the miracle of this 

delicate figure being virtually unharmed 
in the midst of the destruction all around.   
After the service the Mayor and Deputy 
Mayor of Étricourt-Manancourt, who 
were staying with Mr Tomlinson, showed 
600 photographs which demonstrated 
the devastation and regeneration of the 
French village.
   During the German occupation the 
church had been used as a field hospital 
and Mr Tomlinson spotted the Christ 
figure on the wall. He said: “It was an 
incredible moment. Our French visitors 
were quite overwhelmed as no-one alive 
today who knew of its existence.”

   

Aimé Langleterre, an 83 year-old 
representative of the French church said 
that his first thought had been to take the 
figure home to install in one of the two 
new churches in modern-day Étricourt-
Manancourt. 
   However, he said that as it had been 
here for 100 years it now ‘probably only 
understood English and therefore it would 
be wrong to take it back to France’. 
  Framed photographs of the figure now 
hang in both the French church and town 
hall after being presented by the Wootton 
villagers.

The Christ figure can be seen high up on the left hand wall, over the third bed from the left, in 
the Manancourt church and below left, on its new cross in St Mary’s.

HMS Diadem is pictured. Photo: The National Museum Royal Navy 
Left is George Cox’s grave. 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/07/27/passchendaele-war-memorials-illustrate-sacrifice-thousands-bloody/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/07/27/passchendaele-war-memorials-illustrate-sacrifice-thousands-bloody/
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New Beginning...

“Fulfilled Living” for Older People

Walton-on-the-Naze

Luff House is a newly-
refurbished Christian care 
home providing care and 
support that helps people 
live life to the full  
– fulfilled living.

Luff House is renowned for its loving, Christian care and warm, family atmosphere. 
It’s a place where every person matters – as endorsed by a recent CQC report:

“Staff treated people with respect, were attentive  
to their needs and provided care in a dignified manner.”

Come and see for yourself!
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www.pilgrimsfriend.org.uk
Luff House Residential Care Home,  
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A great way to share the 
Christmas story
The Real Advent Calendar is a great way to 
share the Christmas story. Includes our 
largest 24 page Story Activity Booklet 
illustrated by Alida Massari.

There's a page for each day of Advent and 
some fun challenges along the way. There is 
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the sales of this calendar will help equip a 
clinic in Kenya.

RRP

£3.99
RRP

£3.99
Calendars also available from

Buy Now
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Shops -Tesco (larger stores-calendars only) 
and independent retailers such as 
Traidcraft, Eden.co.uk & CLC shops have 
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Being contemplative, 
compassionate, 
and courageous 
and making a 
difference in the 
world
by the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher

One of the tasks I 
have taken on as 
we seek to become a more Christ-like Church 
is to look afresh at what it means to make a 

difference in the world.
   Thinking about that with Alison Webster, the diocese’s 
social justice adviser, we became aware that much will 
depend on what  individuals and congregations think 
about when they use those words ‘the world’.  Do we 
think global, national, county, city, town or village 
focused?  Or do we think of something that crosses a 
whole series of geographical, cultural or community 
boundaries? And how far do we associate it to the 
Church and related organisations, or do we relate it 
more to the whole community and the ways in which the 
church works in partnership with others?
   I am always inclined to think of that wider whole, but 
I know that is not everyone’s perspective. Coming from 
that wider perspective I am very conscious just how 
rapidly the world of partnership working is changing at 
the moment.
   In thinking, for instance, about the public sector, 
when I became a bishop  17 years ago, partnerships 
were something that the Government was encouraging 
but there was very little energy (and certainly, at least 
locally, even less money) behind them. Today, though 
quite a number of the structures have ceased to exist, 
partnership working has become a necessity and we have 
a major new role to play as a result.

“...More is being expected from 
the churches...”

   I say ‘new’ though in some ways what we are seeing 
is a return to the patterns of former decades with 
Government, both nationally and locally, doing less.  
More is therefore being expected from the churches, 
all faith communities and other parts of the voluntary 
sector.  So, whether we are talking about social care of 
the elderly or children and families, including schools, 
communities are looking to us for more.
   I won’t get dragged into the political questions 
surrounding this – nor whether by responding to 
people’s needs (e.g. through food banks) we are enabling 
governments to avoid addressing the question of why 
people are hungry in the first place.  But we may not 
be able to avoid them as we seek to make a difference 
in this diocese (see our reports on Loneliness and For 
Richer, for Poorer for further information - www.oxford.
anglican.org). Alison and I would love to  find out how  
you think, as a Christ-like Church, we should be making 
more of a difference in the world in a contemplative, 
compassionate and courageous way. 
   Write to us with you ideas and reflections to 
bishopdorchester@oxford.anglican.org and alison.
webster@oxford.anglican.org. Please copy in 
jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org

The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher is the Bishop of Dorchester.

God in the Life of...

TWO nurses from Berkshire have 
returned from missions bringing 
healthcare to people abroad.
   Carol Moloney joined a medical 
mission to Cambodia with Mission 
Direct, while Sabita Clarke headed to a 
hospital in Uganda. 
   Cambodia was ravaged under Pol 
Pot’s brutal 1970s regime and in four 
years about three million people – a 
quarter of the country’s population 
– died. Pol Pot was eventually 
overthrown but his legacy is apparent 
as nearly 40 per cent live in poverty.    
Carol, a community nurse working in 
Earley, travelled to Phnom Penh to 
run teaching courses on child health, 
pregnancy care, immunisation, breast 
feeding, and dealing with child abuse.
   Mission Direct also ran a drop-in 
clinic in a remote village and saw 
82 patients with diverse conditions 
including back pain, mumps, and 
cataracts. Medicines, toothbrushes, 
toothpaste and spectacles were 
dispensed.
   Carol said: “A US missionary doctor 
joined us and we set up camp in the 
shade of bamboo and palm trees on 
an island in the province of Koh Kong, 

with pigs rummaging a 
few feet away.”
   Sabita, of Caversham, 
visited Kamuli hospital 
in central Uganda, 
which is run by nuns 
and serves a population 
of about 300,000.  The 
hospital is more than 
100 years old. Kamuli 
has about 100 beds, 
an operating theatre, 
an old x-ray machine, 
inadequate ultrasound 
equipment, and virtually 
no laboratory facilities.
   In the past decade, volunteers have 
helped rebuild the maternity ward, a 
gynaecological ward, part of the staff 
accommodation, and a guest house for 
visiting doctors and volunteers.  
   Kamuli Friends was set up four 
years ago to encourage donations to 
the hospital and is now fundraising 
for projects to provide the hospital 
with solar power, rebuild paediatric 
and medical wards, and help the 
hospital raise its own funds for the 
long term. Rebuilding the medical 
and paediatric wards are a major 

priority and the fundraising target 
is £250,000. Sabita said: “We would 
like to try to open an art centre at 
the hospital to encourage visitors and 
visiting artists. This could become 
a profit-making venture to provide 
funds for the hospital.”

Medical missions bring vital relief

For further information visit 
www.kamulifriends.com and 
www.missiondirect.org

Carol at work in the outreach clinic at Koh Kong. 

...continued from page 16
   Christian science fiction isn’t a 
genre Ben has written reams of, but 
he does have an idea for a novel based 
in a fictional church setting where 
the golden couple of the youth group 
find the girl is pregnant and an older 
couple, one with MS, are considering 
a one-way trip to Switzerland.  “I 
haven’t had experience of either 
scenario, but it would be looking at 
Christian attitudes to sin, given that 
to outsiders, Christianity can look like 
a list of don’ts. The apologetics is the 
important thing – not just ‘thou shalt 
not’ but why.” 

   Among Ben’s current projects is a 
contribution to a forthcoming series 
of biographies of famous people, in a 
similar vein to the Horrible Histories 
books (“but better”). Published by 
David Fickling Books, the series 
includes Elon Musk and Amelia 
Earheart. “I’m doing the one for Ada 
Lovelace, the daughter of Lord 
Byron who became the world’s first 
computer programmer. It’s good 
stuff for a science fiction writer,” says 
Ben.  
   Ben also preaches about once a 
term at Christ Church, Long Furlong 
in Abingdon, where he worships. 
“I often use the Brick Testament 

as a visual aid. I used it when I had 
to preach on the Prophets of Baal.”   
Previously, Ben worshipped at St 
Aldate’s and St Ebbe’s in Oxford, 
moving to Christ Church in 2001.  
   Ben lives in Abingdon with Kerstin 
and her grown-up son. 

For more on Ben and his writing 
see: www.benjeapes.com

THE Anglican hierarchy seems 
universally obsessed with church 
attendance. It is idolised as the 
epitomy of success, and dwindling 
congregations are often seen as 
failures symptomatic of a heathen 
society. 
    Why this preoccupation with 
“bums on pews”? Whatever 
happened to: “Where two or three 
are gathered in my name, I am 
there with them,” in Matthew 18:20? 
There are financial considerations 
of course, but shouldn’t spiritual 
institutions be attempting to 

transcend grubby things like money? 
Besides which, many of our more 
modest congregations are thriving 
communities, with ministry teams 
whose work takes them into all 
sectors of society. 
   I would like to suggest that falling 
church attendance is not a problem, 
but a calling. It is a calling to think 
outside the box and try new forms 
of worship such as online churches. 
An entire service can be relayed 
using cameras and microphones, 
via the internet, to the entire world. 

You can have a congregation of a 
hundred, a thousand, a million. There 
could be internet forums for pastoral 
engagement, and a PayPal account 
for the collection.
   However, above such things, 
I believe that falling church 
attendance is a higher calling for 
us to bring the love of Christ to the 
world; for the wide dome of the 
world is and has always been our 
true church.
   Dr Daniel Emlyn Jones, SS Mary and 
John, Cowley Road, Oxford.

Letters to the editor are very welcome and should be sent either by email to jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Letters at 
the Door, Church House Oxford, Langford Locks, Kidlington, OX5 1GF. The Editor reserves the right to edit all submissions. Letters sent 
electronically will be more likely to be published. Letters should be no more than 300 words.

Why the obsession with ‘bums on pews’?
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AUTHOR  Ben Jeapes tells 
Jo Duckles about his faith, 
science fiction, and his route to 
becoming a full-time writer.

I met Ben at his home in Abingdon 
where he took a break from writing 
about other worlds and not-yet-
realised scientific possibilities to 

tell me his life-story over a coffee. Ben’s 
Dad was in the Army and his family 
moved around a lot when he was a child. 
A boarding school in Dorset provided 
consistency and a Christian group run by 
teachers helped him develop his faith. 
   “I don’t ever remember not being a 
believer,” says Ben. As he grew up and 
developed as a Christian, Ben was also 
developing a passion for science fiction, 
especially short story collections written 
by Arthur C Clarke and Isaac Asimov.      
   “Their collections included explanations 
of where their tales had come from. They 
inspired me and helped me understand 
how to develop and structure a story.”

“I don’t ever remember 
not being a believer.”

   Moving on to Warwick University to 
study Philosophy and Politics, Ben threw 
himself into Student Christian Movement 
(SCM). 
   “They were more rooted in the real 
world than the Christian Union. They 
were accepting of gay people, for 
example, and we had speakers from 
other denominations and even faiths. My 
liberality is rooted in Jesus and scripture 
and my interpretation of those. Meanwhile 
I kept worshipping in fairly evangelical 
churches at the time though.” 
   While growing up Ben also regularly 
attended Christian youth camps that 
helped shape his faith. After university 
he began a career in publishing and 
communications, eventually becoming 
a technical writer. Meanwhile on the 
side his first science fiction short stories 
were published in Interzone magazine. 
(ttapress.com/interzone)

              
   

Since then Ben’s fiction career has gone 
from strength-to-strength with five novels 
published under his own name, a short 
story collection, and several more books 
and contributions written as a ghost 
writer. 
   Ben’s biggest break as a novelist came 
from Working Partners, a company that 
develops ideas for children’s books, and 
sells them on to a publisher, complete 
with a commissioned writer. That saw Ben 
write the first three novels in the Vampire 
Plagues series, under the pseudonym 
Sebastian Rook. The books tell the story of 
three Victorian children fighting vampires. 
   “The plot for the first book was worked 
out before they hired me and I contributed 
ideas for the second and third,” says Ben, 
who was now earning pocket money 
through his writing but still needed his 
day job to make a living. Ben’s Working 
Partners editor then began working for 
another publisher, and hired him to write 

for a high profile client.    
   “A first book had been written, but they 
needed another writer to finish the series 
and offered it to me. I was earning more 
but still not enough to live on.”
   The life-changing break came when the 
client’s agent asked Ben not just to write 
another series but to plan and develop it 
too. “I chucked in the day job and started 
writing from home. Since then enough 
work has been coming in to keep going. It 
is what I always wanted to do, but what I 
could never have imagined happening.”       
   For Ben, his hobby has become his work 
in a way that most people can only dream 
of. “I try to keep my writing between 9am 
and 5pm,” says Ben. “I try and work on 
one project in a morning, and a different 
one in an afternoon, or I might spend the 
afternoon editing and revising something.” 
As well as his own fiction and his ghost 
writing, Ben edits the quarterly newsletter 
of the Church in Abingdon, and a Classic 

Car Club magazine.
   Needless to say he still loves reading 
science fiction and fantasy and watching 
the genre on the television. “I enjoy Firefly, 
Babylon 5 and Dark Matter. I try to avoid 
the multitude of Buffy rip-offs but I am 
working my way through Game of Thrones. 
I’m impressed by the new Star Trek: 
Discovery series.

“It is what I always 
wanted to do, but could 
never have imagined 
happening...”

   “In terms of television I grew up when, if 
your parents decided you were going to be 
out at tea time, you would miss an episode 
of your favourite show. Some of them you 
would only see 30 years later when they 
were released on DVD.” 
   Ben has been to science fiction 
conventions, particularly Worldcon in 
America, and closer to home Bristolcon, 
which he describes as more “bookish” and 
therefore closer to his interests. However, 
he says he has never felt the need to dress 
up as a stormtrooper or a Klingon, or buy 
huge amounts of merchandise.  “I have 
friends who light up at the opportunity to 
buy some piece of insignia from Battlestar 
Galactica, but that’s not me,” says Ben, 
whose home is remarkably free of aliens 
and space ships. The only science fiction 
paraphernalia evident is a Tardis icebox in 
his study (which he keeps his pens in), and 
another tiny Tardis next to his computer. 
   For research, Ben doesn’t always need 
to leave his home as much of his work is 
not set on earth and space travel would 
probably break the budget. However, 
he has been to some of the locations in 
his novel The New World Order, set in 
Hampton Court and White Horse Hill. 
“I’ve also written a couple of teenage 
fantasy novels set in Salisbury. My 
grandmother lived there and I’ve done 
several research trips just to make sure 
that I am getting the details correct.”
                                 Continued on page 15...

Ben in his study at his home in Abingdon. Photo: Jo Duckles
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‘Whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God’ 
Church on Sunday can feel worlds away from our day-to-day lives. We asked two Christians to tell us how their lives connect with their faith 
for our Whatever You Do prayer initiative. 

Gillian Warson on working 
for Oxfordshire Community 
Voluntary Action. 

I started work at Oxfordshire 
Community Voluntary Action (OCVA) 
eighteen months ago. It was a big 
change for me as I had worked as 

a freelance musician and academic for 
many years prior to this. I was delighted 
to be appointed Collaboration and 
Communications Officer at OCVA. My 
main responsibilities involve working 
closely with groups within the voluntary 
sector in order to encourage them to 
share useful contacts and collaborate 
constructively. In addition to keeping 
our website up to date, I also organise 
numerous events. These are often a 
positive response to the challenges – and 
opportunities – posed by the changes 
dictated by the current financial squeeze.
 I’ve been volunteering in various 
capacities for much of my life, and grown 
increasingly aware that it is not only 
service users that need care. Groups and 
organisations need to feel supported and 
greatly benefit from having someone 
they can contact for advice on all manner 
of subjects. Although OCVA does not 

operate on the front line of the voluntary 
sector, nevertheless it provides essential 
support for voluntary organisations, 
especially those in the early stages of their 
development.

“...when I see the 
goodwill and optimism 
shown by so many 
people it reaffirms my 
faith...” 

 My days are always very varied. Often, 
I start out with one plan for the day, 
then end up doing something completely 
different. In between attending events, 
meetings, workshops and conferences, 
there is always something to do 
surrounding media and communications 
and, of course, reading, writing – and 
deleting – emails takes a lot of time!
 The best aspect of the job is seeing how 
groups flourish and go on to make a real 
difference in their communities. The worst 
bit is realising how much work there is to 

do and how there is less and less money 
to go around as a result of the squeeze on 
resources. This is especially worrying as 
life is certainly not getting any easier for 
huge sections of the population.
 My faith is really important to me in 
my job. It would be easy to be filled with 
despair when there is evidence of so much 
need all around us in society. However, 
when I see the goodwill and optimism 
shown by so many people it reaffirms my 
faith and lifts my spirits.
 
Gillian worships at St Edburg’s Church, 
Bicester. 

Prayer points:
• For understanding -  everything is changing and we need to work together 

with people of all faiths and backgrounds to bring about God’s kingdom.
• For recognition – people are working hard to support needy sections of the 

community. 
• For strength – it can be exhausting to work with so many groups, hearing so 

many stories and meeting deadlines.
• For help – to keep cheerful and optimistic even when things are looking grim.
• For guidance – this was a surprise career change and one that I love.  What has 

God got in store for me in the future?

George Ham on his life since 
retiring as an environmental 
radiochemist. 

S ince my retirement, while working 
part-time as a laboratory quality 
auditor, I have become involved in 
helping two community charities, 

the Ramblers and CHAIN (the charity that 
both runs a Handybus and  provides a car 
service for the elderly, the sick or disabled, 
and those who are otherwise in need in the 
local area).

 My work with the Ramblers involves 
either replacing stiles with new pedestrian 
gates or general monitoring and clearing 
of footpaths, all under the direction of the 
local authority.  We have a working party 
once a fortnight and usually work for two 
to three hours in the morning.
 My involvement with CHAIN started 
with me volunteering to drive the 
Handybus. However, before I had even 
completed the training for this the 
treasurer became so unwell he could not 
continue, and I took over the role. 
 The main reason that I volunteered 
for both groups was my commitment to 
help others in the community and to pay 
back the benefits I have had from others 
in some way.  My wife and I both enjoy 
walking and make use of the footpath 
network, and my mother benefitted from 
the help of others in her later years. 
 Because I am mainly retired, my days 
can be varied; one day I could be assessing 
a large nuclear laboratory, another will 
see me driving the Handy bus or sorting 
finances, and yet another out digging 
holes for gate posts. The physical work 
nicely balances the relatively boring days 
spent struggling with spreadsheets or 
charity forms. The very best part is when 
I am thanked by someone who I have 

helped on the bus, or who walks through 
a newly installed gate. That makes me feel 
my efforts along with others are  making a 
difference.  It really helps me get through 
the boring and tedious times filling in the 
necessary forms.

“... we all benefit from 
our community so we 
must do our part to help 
keep it running...” 

   The future is going to be challenging.  
The path and gate work are being 
restricted by local government funding 
problems and we need to take difficult 

decisions on just how much we can help 
keep the footpath network going. CHAIN 
is also being hit by the cuts. We have lost 
our leased council bus and now have to 
fund all our costs on reduced grants.
 I feel it’s part of my faith in action that 
where possible I should give to the good 
of the community.  Our Lord said “Do to 
others as you would have them do to you” 
so surely while we all benefit from our 
community, we must do our part to help 
keep it running.  I see this from others in 
their contributions, both in effort and in 
donations. 

George is a Churchwarden at St 
Lawrence’s Hungerford

Prayer points:
• For wisdom for those in government in their financial decisions –  to balance the 

need for financial cuts with the loss of community services. 
• For encouragement for all who can, in some way, support and help the wider 

community to use their talents and get involved.
• That people see those who are lonely or in need of help and then do what they 

can to help rather than walking by.
• That those worried about retirement see the great benefits of volunteering, both 

for themselves and for others.

November 2017
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November prayer diary

Our purpose is to create a caring, 
sustainable and growing Christian 
presence in every part of the Diocese 
of Oxford. 
 
‘Yours, Lord, is the greatness and the 
power and the glory and the majesty and 
the splendour, for everything in heaven 
and earth is yours.’
1 Chronicles 29:11

Pray to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for:

WEDNESDAY 1 High Wycombe Team 
Ministry: Hugh Ellis, Alison Finch, 
Wendy Bull, Simon Dust, Christopher 
Owen, Elaine Carr, Jackie Lock, Marie 
Jackson, Ruth Wooster, Heather 
Graham, Alan Gibson, Derek Lancaster, 
Ruth Parry-Jennings, Ruth Harley, 
Laurence Smy, Maureen Lampard, Erica 
Holt, Allison Smale, Janice Allerston, 
Shane Coates and Barbara Prior. For 
St Mary and St George, Sands and St 
Andrew’s, Hatters Lane as they move 
towards a church plant partnership. For 
the interdenominational discernment 
and process towards a Missional 
community/communities in High 
Wycombe. High Wycombe School.

THURSDAY 2 Hughenden: Keith 
Johnson, Helen Peters and David 
Tester. For our outreach to the four 
schools situated in our parish, that 
relationships would continue to be 
strengthened. For those attending our 
Alpha course this autumn, that they 
would each meet with the Lord. Great 
Kingshill Combined School.

FRIDAY 3 Loudwater: Timothy Butlin, 
Derek Butler, David Clarke, Patrick 
Finlay, Rowena Harrison, Eloise 
Laverty, Isaac Miller and Lara Deen. 
For our newly revamped children’s 
and youth team to settle and grow 
together really well this term. For the 
recruitment of a secretary with media 
and communication skills. 

SATURDAY 4 Lane End with Cadmore 
End, Ibstone and Stokenchurch: Judy 
Taylor and Andrew Palmer. For all 
involved in the selection of a rector for 
the newly formed group of churches 
of Lane End, Cadmore End, Ibstone 
and Stokenchurch. For us as we look 
to find ways of being more Christ-like 
in our churches and for the ongoing 
work in serving families in need in our 
community at Lane End. Cadmore End 
School and Ibstone School.

MONDAY 6 Terriers: Tony Dickinson. 
For preparations for a Christmas 

celebration that reaches out to the 
wider community. For a clear vision 
of the next steps in 2018 when Tony 
Dickinson ceases to be vicar of Terriers 
after nearly a quarter of a century.

TUESDAY 7 West Wycombe with 
Bledlow Ridge, Bradenham and 
Radnage: Allan Barton, Linda 
Richardson, Veronica Beaumont and 
Jenny Ellis. Pray that we can build on 
blessing during the vacancy and the 
increased cooperation in the benefice. 
For the school at Radnage and the new 
head and new governors. Radnage 
Primary School.

Bishop Andrew confirming at St John’s, 
Caversham. 

WEDNESDAY 8 Wooburn: Martin 
Wallington. For new(ish) folk who have 
joined the church family over the last 
few years, whilst we have been focused 
on a roof replacement project, to put 
down roots into the church and grow 
into mature giving Christians. For the 
church family to cope and thrive whilst 
the vicar is on leave for a while this 
autumn and takes a sabbatical next 
spring. St Paul’s Combined School, 
Wooburn Green.

THURSDAY 9 Deanery of Woodstock: 
David Tyler, Elizabeth Whittle, 
Rosalind Gerring, Mike Sinfield and 
Andrew Atherstone. For our new area 
dean, Adrian Daffern. For the growth 

of our churches, especially as we reach 
out to those moving into new housing 
within our communities.

FRIDAY 10 Woodstock and Bladon 
Benefice: Adrian Daffern, Alice 
Venning, Shaun Henson, Stephen Pix 
and Marion Williams. Give thanks 
for the reordering and reopening of 
St Mary Magdalene’s, Woodstock, 
and pray that it may truly be a house 
where God’s glory is revealed. Give 
thanks for our new director of music 
at St Martin’s, Bladon, Tom McCoy, 
and pray for God’s blessing on our new 
children’s choir. Bladon Primary School, 
Woodstock Primary School and The 
Marlborough School. 

SATURDAY 11 Yarnton, Begbroke and 
Shipton-on-Cherwell: Nathan Jarvis. 
For the LVS school for young people on 
the autism spectrum where Nathan is 
chaplain; for Louisa its head and all the 
staff. For Shipton Church and the new 
friends scheme, giving thanks for the 
community allotment. For Little Sheep, 
our toddler group in Yarnton and 
Charlotte, the group leader. 

MONDAY 13 Eynsham and Cassington: 
Duncan Fraser, Andrew Atherstone, 
John Underwood, Roger Aston and Olly 
Shaw. For Duncan Fraser, attending 
the first incumbency diocesan course 
this month; for insight and inspiration 
that will enable him to lead and support 

SUNDAYS:   8am Holy Communion; 9.45am Matins (coffee in Priory
Room); 11am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong.

WEEKDAYS:   7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion;  
1pm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion;  
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 

Tel: 01865 276155        www.chch.ox.ac.uk/cathedral

Services at Christ Church Cathedral

• Design
Our talented designers can give 
your business or event a great 
look. We can source images and 
proof read your print media. 

• Print
We can manage the print of your 
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and almost anything else. 

We offer short runs as well as 
large quantities at great rates 
including  FREE UK mainland 
delivery on most orders.

• Distribution
We are able to insert your leafl ets 
into this and similar publications 
enabling you to reach a church 
audience in this and other CofE 
dioceses.
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WE CAN
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AND MORE

YOUR

CALL 
01752 225623
sven@cornerstonevision.com
www.cornerstonevision.com

Great 
customer service

FREE 
estimates
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effective mission and ministry within 
the benefice. For our newly appointed 
children and families worker for 
the benefice; that she will enrich 
the spiritual life and discipleship of 
children within our churches and 
communicate the gospel effectively in 
word and deed within our parishes. St 
Peter’s Primary School, Cassington.

TUESDAY 14 Hanborough and 
Freeland: David Tyler, Emma 
Hopegood-Jones, Sue Spankie, Clive 
Berry, John Fox and Peter Langley. For 
our Alpha courses to run in January 
2018. For our current marriage course. 
For the growth of our churches. 
Hanborough Manor School, Long 
Hanborough and Freeland Primary 
School.

WEDNESDAY 15 Steeple Aston with 
North Aston and Tackley: Marcus 
Green, Richard Bailey and Robin 
Gibbons. For the success of building 
projects in each parish as we seek to be 
more and more a church that loves God 
and loves our neighbour. For growth 
in faith and number in each of our 
congregations. Dr Radcliffe’s Primary 
School, Steeple Aston and Tackley 
Primary School.

Bishop Colin confirming at Stanford in 
the Vale.

THURSDAY 16 Stonesfield with 
Combe Longa: Roy Turner, Charlotte 
Oakeshott and Ian Farrow. For those 
looking for answers in life and for the 
Wisdom House course at the rectory 
on Wednesday evenings. For WizKids, 
an activity based session which will 
take place before the children join the 
church service, starting in December 
on the third Sunday of the month. 
Combe Primary School.

FRIDAY 17 Westcote Barton with 
Steeple Barton, Duns Tew, Sandford St 
Martin and Over with Nether Worton: 
Graeme Arthur and Stephanie Lacey. 
For the bereaved as we commemorate 
All Souls and Remembrance. For the 
churchwardens and PCCs as they 
prepare for the coming vacancy and 
selection of a new incumbent.

Bishop John Went confirming at 
Downe House School, Thatcham.

SATURDAY 18 Wootton with Glympton 
and Kiddington: Stephen Jones and 
Jenny Wagstaffe. For the launch of our 
appeal for the reordering of Wootton 
Church. Wootton-by-Woodstock 
Primary School. 

Bishop David Jennings confirming at 
St George’s, Ascot.

SUNDAY 5 Bishop Andrew confirming in Newbury 
Deanery and at Wellington College. 

SUNDAY 12 Bishop Colin confirming at Radley College, 
Bishop Andrew confirming in Sonning, Twyford and 
Bradfield Deanery.

SUNDAY 19 Bishop Steven confirming at Headington 
School, in Headington parish and at St Andrew’s, Oxford. 

SUNDAY 26 Bishop Steven confirming at Headington 
Quarry. 

Coming and Goings
The Revd Dr Louise Adey Huish has 
been appointed Associate Minister of 
St Mary’s, Banbury; The Revd Philip 
Cochrane has been appointed Area Dean 
of Deddington Deanery; The Revd Jeff 
West relinquishes the role of Area Dean 
of Deddington on 30 November; The 
Very Revd Robert Wilkes has retired 
from the post of Vicar of St Michael at the 
North Gate; The Revd David Heywood 
has been appointed Deputy Director of 
Mission for the Diocese of Oxford; The 
Revd Canon Adrian Daffern has been 

appointed Area Dean of Woodstock in 
addition to his current roles; The Revd 
Jim Gorringe has retired from the post of 
Team Vicar of Schorne benefice; The Revd 
Ian Herbert has been appointed Rector of 
Woughton; The Revd Andrew Jowitt has 
resigned from his post of Team Vicar of 
Stantonbury and Willen.
The following have been given permission 
to officiate: The Revd Dorothy Moore 
Brooks; The Very Revd Robert Wilkes; 
the Revd David Allsop.

MONDAY 20 Deanery of Abingdon: 
Geoff Maughan, Shirley Northover, 
Karen Landon and Martin Steel. For the 
churches of the newly formed Damascus 
parish, its Rector Helen Kendrick, 
ministry team and newly-elected 
officers, replacing the former parishes 
of Drayton, Appleford, Milton and and 
Sutton Courtenay Unitd with Steventon 
(DAMASCUS). For all the parishes of the 
deanery as churches turn outwards to 
respond to the building of new homes 
and housing estates in our towns, 
villages and green field sites.

TUESDAY 21 Abingdon-on-Thames: 
Charles Miller, Paul Smith, Mary 
Williamson and Jane Baun. For our 
ministry team and for our three 
congregations. For us working together, 
for our ministry to care homes in the 
parish, and for our work with schools, 
especially St Nicolas CE Primary School 
as we begin Open the Book ministry.

WEDNESDAY 22 Appleton: Ken Campbell 
and Martin French. For our outreach, 
especially through the Christianity 
Explored course and a Christmas Crafts 
event. For ever-deepening love for and 
obedience to Jesus, as we meet for Bible 
study in our newly established Home 
Groups. Appleton Primary School.

THURSDAY 23 Besselsleigh: Ken 
Campbell. For a speedy and happy 
conclusion to the legal process as 
Besselsleigh St Lawrence joins with the 
parish of St Laurence, Appleton.

FRIDAY 24 Cumnor: Jonathan Widdess, 
Jean Pryce-Williams, David Wenham, 
Jessica Turner, Helen Azer, Neil Grady, 
David Henderson-Slater, Chris Scruby, 
Eve Lockett, Jane Vlitos, Sarah Evans 
and Gemma Rodgerson. For successful 
completion of the building works at St 
Michael’s. For the recently relaunched 
children and young families work. 
Cumnor Primary School.

SATURDAY 25 Dry Sandford: Tim Perry. 

MONDAY 27 Fyfield with Tubney and 
Kingston Bagpuize: Andrew Symes 
and Ian Bensted. For David Pickering’s 
sabbatical and for the church in his 
absence. For ongoing financial support 
and a good supply of volunteers to 
provide companionship and stimulation 
for the clients who attend the Kingsmore 
Club.

TUESDAY 28 Marcham with Garford and 
Shippon: Richard Zair, Rosemary Siebert, 
Jill Rowe and Elaine Steere. For the 
Lord’s blessing on our lead into Advent 
in the multifaceted life of the parishes. 
For the Lord to give the PCCs wisdom as 
we plan for the future. Marcham Primary 
School. 

WEDNESDAY 29 North Abingdon: Tim 
Davis, Keith Dunnett, Kath Cooke, 
Phil Cooke, Nessa Watts, Simon Steer, 
Heather Hughes, Bea Ellaby, James 
Elward, Sarah Fry, Hannah Kitchener, 
Alex Lister, Chris Ellaby, Ros Steel, 
Christine Talbot, Ed Wiles, David Lever, 
Anne Taylor, Mike Warner, Colin Wood, 
Derek Walker, Rebecca Peters, Alan 
Wallis and Marion Haynes. For the new 
team as it gels, and shares a common 
vision of Being disciples, Making disciples. 
For a growing vision of how we can reach 
the new housing development in North 
Abingdon, with the building next year 
of 950 new homes. St Nicolas Primary 
School, Abingdon.

THURSDAY 30 Radley, Sunningwell 
and Kennington: Robert Glenny, Alison 
Mathew, Glynis Beckett, Sue Sowden, 
Martha Young and Tony Rogerson. For 
good discernment and listening to who 
God is calling us to be, following the 
arrival of our new rector, Rob. For our 
work reaching out in our communities, 
and especially for making the most of 
opportunities with children, young 
people and parents. St Swithun’s Primary 
School, Kennington, Radley Primary 
School and Sunningwell Primary School.

Our Bishops on Sundays

Prayers from Christian Concern for One World: www.ccow.
org.uk/weekly-prayer-email

Topical prayers from the Church of England: www.
churchofengland.org/prayer-worship/topical-
prayers.aspx

Links

If you, or someone 
you know would like 

more information about 
Gilead or would like to 
make an application, 

please contact:  
Laura Alm   

Tel: 01837 851240 
Fax: 01837 851520 

laura.alm@gilead.org.uk

www.gilead.org.uk

Gilead Foundations 
is a Therapeutic 
Community, 

Based on a 300  
acre dairy farm in  
rural Devon, Gilead 
uses the Genesis 
Process Relapse 
Prevention programme 
with our clients. 

offering a residential 
rehabilitation 
programme, called 
KEY, for people 
with life-controlling 
addictions, such 
as drug or alcohol 
abuse, homelessness, 
gambling, eating 
disorders, self harm, 
and other addictive 
behaviours. 



Advertising thedoorpost
Events in November

THURSDAY 2 NOVEMBER

Oxford: Lunchtime talk on this 
and every Thursday in November 
on the topic Building Community: 
The Kingdom of God is within you, 
St Giles Church, 12.30pm. On 2 
November Judith Brown speaks on 
‘Making and Breaking Community 
in 20th Century India’. Free.   

FRIDAY 3 NOVEMBER

Faringdon: Creation or Evolution: 
Do we have to choose? Dr Denis 
Alexander speaks on this topic as 
part of the series Science and Faith: 
Big Questions at the Faringdon 
Corn Exchange at 7.30pm. Free. 
For more information go to www.
allsaintsfaringdon.org.uk.

SATURDAY 4 NOVEMBER 

Kennington: Family Barn Dance 
with ‘Knit Your Own Yogurt’. 
Kennington Village Centre, 
7–11pm. Supper included, bring 
your own drinks. Tickets £10 or 
family ticket £25 (2 adults plus 
children), available from Isabel 
Baggott 01865 730950 or Mary 
Dennett 01235 522476.

Cowley: Christmas Gift and Craft 
Fair, 10am – 2pm, St James’ 
Centre, Beauchamp Lane. Proceeds 
towards refurbishment of the 
church. 

SUNDAY 5 NOVEMBER

Great Tew: Concert of 
Remembrance with music and 
poetry by vOx Chamber Choir. 
St Michael’s, 5pm. Tickets 
£15, students £5. For further 
information see www.vox-choir-
oxford.co.uk. 

Oxford: Kennington and District 
United Church Choirs perform 
Handel’s Messiah, 2.30pm. Holywell 
Music Room, Holywell Street, OX1 
3SA. Entrance free with collection 
for The Porridge Club (providing 
breakfast before school for African 
children).  Call 01865 735885 or go 
to www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk for 
more information.

Warfield: Annual Winder 
Lecture. This year Dave Bookless, 
director of theology for A Rocha 
International speaks on ‘Is 
there any good news for the 
environment?’ St Michael’s Church, 
6.30pm. Please contact admin@
warfield.org.uk or 01344 886900 
if you would like to attend so 
that they can cater for the right 
number. 

WEDNESDAY 8 NOVEMBER

Oxford: The Council of Christians 
and Jews presents Denial, a BBC 
film based on the libel case brought 
against Deborah Lipstadt by David 
Irving. The executive director, Joe 
Oppenheimer, will be present to 
answer questions. Oxford Jewish 
Centre, OX1 2JL, 7.30pm.

Deddington: Traidcraft Open 
Day 10.30am–6.00pm, St Peter 
and St Paul’s Church, OX15 0SA. 
Inspect a wide range of Christmas 
gifts and cards. 10% discount on 
orders from the Traidcraft Autumn 
Catalogue on the day. For more 

information call Deddington 
Fairtraders on 01869 338225 or 
email vmhall1990@gmail.com.

THURSDAY 9 NOVEMBER

Freeland: Drop-in Quiet Day at 
the Old Parsonage, 10am–4pm 
with 12.30pm Eucharist with 
address in the convent chapel. No 
booking needed. Bring your own 
food, drinks available. No charge; 
voluntary contributions welcome. 

Holmer Green: Souper Lunch 
(on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of 
the month) in the Church Centre, 
Featherbed Lane, HP15 6XQ, 
12.30–2pm. Hot soup, roll and 
butter, cake, tea or coffee, fresh 
fruit, all for £2, plus good company.

TUESDAY 7 NOVEMBER 

Beaconsfield: Thinking of You: 
The spiritual care of people with 
dementia, 9.30am–2.30pm. Free 
event with Joanna Collicutt at the 
Fitzwilliams Centre. Book via www.
eventbrite.co.uk.   

SATURDAY 11 NOVEMBER

Hurley: OxonSpice: Clergy 
Spouse Support, Pre-Advent 
Quiet Day. Led by Revd Meg 
Heywood at St Mary the Virgin, 
Hurley, near Maidenhead. See 
https://oxonspice.wordpress.com 
for further information. Email 
oxonspice@yahoo.co.uk to book a 
place or for further details.

Tilehurst: Psalms for the Common 
Era: Metrical Psalms in Modern 
English for Individuals, Choirs and 
Congregations, St Mary Magdalen’s 
Church, Kentwood Hill, RG31 
6DR, 9.30am – 4.30pm. Come 
and sing some well-loved psalms, 
in a brand new translation by 
Revd Dr Adam Carlill. See http://
psalmsforthecommonera.com. 
Bring a packed lunch. For more 
details/to reserve a place contact 
Adam on 07753 411989. 

Wallingford: Langtree Sinfonia 
Autumn Concert, St Mary’s 
Church, 7.30pm. A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream overture by 
Mendelssohn, Beethoven’s 
Third Piano Concerto, Haydn’s 
Symphony No 101 in D major. 
Soloist Diana Mathews, Paul Cox 
conducts. Tickets on the door or 
from 0118 9415498. Adults £10, 
students £5, Under 16s free.

FRIDAY 17 NOVEMBER

Bodicote: ‘Peal for Pudsey’ – a 
sponsored Quarter Peal attempt of 
Pudsey Surprise Major by ringers 
from the Banbury Branch of the 
Oxford Diocesan Guild of Church 
Bell Ringers. In aid of the BBC 
Children in Need Appeal. Between 
7.30pm and 8.30pm at St John the 
Baptist Church.

FRIDAY 24 NOVEMBER

Wycombe: The Wycombe 
Homeless Connection Big Sleepout 
2017 will take place in All Saints 
Churchyard, behind Costa in the 
centre of Wycombe. Get an idea 
of what it’s like to sleep rough. 
See https://www.wyhoc.org.uk for 
more information or to join the 
sleepout.

Reading: Bach to Baby Concert, 
Reading Minster, 10.30–11.30am. 
A concert for the whole family 
to enjoy together. Featuring 
outstanding musicians. Tickets 
available from www.bachtobaby.
com.

SATURDAY 25 NOVEMBER 

Stanton Harcourt: Lower 
Windrush Choral Society presents 
Love: from Byrd to Bernstein, 
Village Hall, 7.30pm. Round tables 
with drinks and snacks create an 
informal atmosphere. Tickets £10 
from www.ticketsource.co.uk/
lowerwindrush or St Andrew’s 
Bookshop, Witney. Under 18s free.

Appleton: Church Bazaar and Food 
Fayre in the Village Hall, 12–3pm. 
Stalls, light lunches, cream teas. 

SUNDAY 26 NOVEMBER  

Weston Turville: Festive tea at St 
Mary the Virgin Church, Church 
Lane, HP22 5SH, 2.30–4.30pm. 
For more information contact 
Wendy Prestage 01296 614699 or 
see www.stmaryswt.org.

MONDAY 27 NOVEMBER 

Gerrard’s Cross: Martin Luther 
and why he matters today. An 
evening with Bishop Graham 
Tomlin at the Saint James Centre, 
7.30-9.15pm. Tickets £5, available 
from tinyurl.com/luther500 or 
from St James Welcome Desk/St 
Mary’s, Denham Church Office. 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be  hung on church  
noticeboards.  Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House.  The 
deadline for the December issue is Monday 6 November. 

Wycombe Homeless Connection Big Sleepout - see 24 November. 

thedoorpostTravel Insurance

UK
BASED

FT TRAVEL
INSURANCE

 

 
Conditions apply

 Please call for details ~
0116 272 0500

Authorised & regulated by the FCA

Our insurance has a customer 24-hour helpline, full medical 
cover with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted and, 

most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service.
WINTER SPECIAL OFFER

Reduced prices for pre-existing medical conditions

Real and friendly people... not machines!

LONG STAY, SINGLE TRIP, AND CRUISE COVER
available for holidays departing up to 31/12/2018

Annual multi-trip cover (max. age 85)
Single trip cover (NO max. age)

Arranged for The Door readers

SHERBORNE
Short breaks in Dorset
Elegant, spacious, 2 bed,

apartment in listed building
close to Abbey Church.

Open all year.
Please ring for brochure:

01404 841367

ST. MARY’S CONVENT WANTAGE

St Mary’s Convent offers a variety of facilities and fl exible 
accommodation for Group Quiet Days and Group Retreats.  
Also, Conference facilities and private stays.
Everyone is welcome at the Eucharist and Daily offi ce in 
St Mary Magdalene’s Chapel.

For further details please contact:
St Mary’s Convent, Wantage, Oxfordshire, OX12 9AU
Tel: 01235 763141
Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk
www.csmv.co.uk

Who is like you, O Lord, 
among the gods? Who 
is like you, majestic in 
holiness, awesome in 
glorious deeds, doing 
wonders?

Ex 15:11


